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1

1 Tourism and 
Demography:    
An Overview

Ian Yeoman and Stephanie Butterfield

Objectives

The purpose of this chapter is to:

Provide an overview of the key demography trends across 
the world using United Nations population projections;

Illustrate how demography patterns will shape tourism 
demand, whether it is singleton households and 
feminisation of travel or new family structures and the rise 
of grandtravellers;

Demonstrate how demography patterns will change the 
supply provision of tourism, whether it is taxation policy 
or labour supply.
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Table 1.1: Key demography trends 

World Developed 
countries

Less 
developed 
countries

Population (millions) 1950 2529 812 1717
2008 6829 1233 3014
2050 9150 1275 5596

Total fertility rate (per 
woman)

1950 5.00 2.80 6.20
2008 2.56 1.64 2.73
2050 2.02 1.80 2.05

Life expectancy at birth 
(years)

1950 46.6 66.1 41.1
2008 67.6 77.1 65.6
2050 75.5 82.8 74.3

Percentage of total 
population

1950 100 32.1 67.9
2008 100 18.1 81.9
2050 100 13.9 86.1

Median age 1950 24.0 29.0 21.6
2008 29.1 39.7 26.8
2050 38.4 45.6 37.2

Source: United Nations World Population (2009)

Demographic Projections for the Next 50 Years

-

-

http://www.goodfellowpublishers.com/academic-publishing.php?promoCode=&partnerID=&content=story&storyID=238

Licence reference: 88162534b7dd51eb6ae949192d75740c-109, for 1 user on Oct 19, 2010 to Alan Harris alan.harris@hotmail.com

Copyright information is available here.

Chapter 1 Tourism and Demography An Overview From Tourism and Demography Ian Yeoman, Cathy Hsu, Karen Smith, Sandra Watson

http://www.goodfellowpublishers.com/academic-publishing.php?promoCode=&partnerID=&content=story&storyID=238


Licence reference: 88162534b7dd51eb6ae949192d75740c-109, for 1 user on Oct 19, 2010 to Alan Harris alan.harris@hotmail.comhttp://www.goodfellowpublishers.com/academic-publishing.php?promoCode=&partnerID=&content=story&storyID=238

Tourism and Demography4

Figure 1.1: Average annual rate of population change for the world and the major 
development groups 1950–2050 (medium variant)

Source: United Nations (2009)
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Figure 1.2: Number of countries where fertility is less than 2.1

Source: UNWTO (2009)
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Revision of World Urbanization 
Prospects Population Projections
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Immigration
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Implications for the Future of Tourism
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Bridget Jones and Singletons

http://www.goodfellowpublishers.com/academic-publishing.php?promoCode=&partnerID=&content=story&storyID=238

Licence reference: 88162534b7dd51eb6ae949192d75740c-109, for 1 user on Oct 19, 2010 to Alan Harris alan.harris@hotmail.com

Copyright information is available here.

Chapter 1 Tourism and Demography An Overview From Tourism and Demography Ian Yeoman, Cathy Hsu, Karen Smith, Sandra Watson

http://www.goodfellowpublishers.com/academic-publishing.php?promoCode=&partnerID=&content=story&storyID=238


Licence reference: 88162534b7dd51eb6ae949192d75740c-109, for 1 user on Oct 19, 2010 to Alan Harris alan.harris@hotmail.comhttp://www.goodfellowpublishers.com/academic-publishing.php?promoCode=&partnerID=&content=story&storyID=238

1: Tourism and Demography: An overview 9

. -

-

-

http://www.goodfellowpublishers.com/academic-publishing.php?promoCode=&partnerID=&content=story&storyID=238

Licence reference: 88162534b7dd51eb6ae949192d75740c-109, for 1 user on Oct 19, 2010 to Alan Harris alan.harris@hotmail.com

Copyright information is available here.

Chapter 1 Tourism and Demography An Overview From Tourism and Demography Ian Yeoman, Cathy Hsu, Karen Smith, Sandra Watson

http://www.goodfellowpublishers.com/academic-publishing.php?promoCode=&partnerID=&content=story&storyID=238


Licence reference: 88162534b7dd51eb6ae949192d75740c-109, for 1 user on Oct 19, 2010 to Alan Harris alan.harris@hotmail.comhttp://www.goodfellowpublishers.com/academic-publishing.php?promoCode=&partnerID=&content=story&storyID=238

Tourism and Demography10

-

-

-

http://www.goodfellowpublishers.com/academic-publishing.php?promoCode=&partnerID=&content=story&storyID=238

Licence reference: 88162534b7dd51eb6ae949192d75740c-109, for 1 user on Oct 19, 2010 to Alan Harris alan.harris@hotmail.com

Copyright information is available here.

Chapter 1 Tourism and Demography An Overview From Tourism and Demography Ian Yeoman, Cathy Hsu, Karen Smith, Sandra Watson

http://www.goodfellowpublishers.com/academic-publishing.php?promoCode=&partnerID=&content=story&storyID=238


Licence reference: 88162534b7dd51eb6ae949192d75740c-109, for 1 user on Oct 19, 2010 to Alan Harris alan.harris@hotmail.comhttp://www.goodfellowpublishers.com/academic-publishing.php?promoCode=&partnerID=&content=story&storyID=238

1: Tourism and Demography: An overview 11

Family Structures and Grand Travellers 
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The Importance of Medical Tourism and Well-Being
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Figure 1.3: Maintaining functional capacity over the course of life
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Figure 1.4: Projection of potential replacement ratio in 2050 at normal retirement age 
(as % of final salary; selected OECD countries)

Source: Sikken et al. (2007)

Target replacement 
rate at 70%

Figure 1.5: Outbound expenditure in billions of US dollars

Source: UNWTO (2009)
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 et al. -

-

et al.

Figure 1.6: Health, long-term care: projected rise in age-related public spending

Source: Sikken et al. (2007)
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Conclusions 

The world is changing and as mentioned at the beginning of this chapter, 
the only certain predictions about the future are birth and death. 
Demography affects everything and everyone whether it is the future 
of terrorism, health care, taxation, niche tourist markets or food supply. 
From a tourism perspective, demography offers both opportunity and 
threat. The Baby Boomer generation is retiring with relative wealth 
secured by adequately funded pensions and a booming capital growth, 
as a consequence, this generation is travelling to the far-flung corners 
of the world. The feminisation of travel as a result of the changing role of 
women in society has resulted in a booming singleton tourism market. It 
is the Bridget Joneses of the world that read the Lonely Planet and travel 
the world. Looking to the future, economic structures such as wealth 
per capita, pension reform and government revenues will change and 
reshape outbound travel patterns resulting in the rapid decline and 
significance of tourists from Japan and Germany. As said, demography 
will affect everyone and everything in the tourism industry. 
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