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Future for Religious Heritage (FRH) is a secular organization that was founded 
in 2011. This organization is committed to promoting and protecting the diverse 
religious heritage of Europe. It is an independent non-profit network, not aligned 
with any faith group, that includes charities and conservation departments of 
governments, religions and universities, working with professionals to safeguard 
religious heritage buildings across Europe. Whilst this secular organization is based 
in Brussels, it operates across Europe and beyond, to collaboratively develop policies 
and share good practice for preserving and promoting religious cultural heritage 
traditions, artefacts, buildings and places for future use. These aims are achieved 
through educational and event programmes, and by building political influence in 
member states of the European Union and further afield. Especially in Europe, there 
are thousands of current and former places of worship of all faiths that face the threat 
of abandonment, disuse and disrepair as faith communities change. FRH hosts a 
range of online and face-to-face events to discuss significant issues facing the sector 
and share good practice, providing opportunities for denominations, countries, and 
local communities to protect their religious heritage. 

In April 2023, FRH held its biennial conference. The theme of this event was sus-
tainability for religious heritage, covering economic, environmental, social, cultural, 
and spiritual aspects. This case study considers some of the cultural issues that arose 
from the planning of this conference, including the event content, timing and struc-
ture, to underpin the importance of these values within their organization, making 
suggested improvements. A benefit of undertaking a cultural risk assessment as part 
of the planning process for an event such as a conference is that it enables the organ-
izers to identify in advance the cultural risks that might impact on the event, on the 
organizers and sponsors, and on the participants. The fact that the FRH organization 
is explicitly concerned with promoting religious heritage from all religions is a vital 
factor here. It is especially important that the religious beliefs and practices of the 
organizers, sponsors, speakers and participants are not adversely affected by any 
element of the event or its planning.

One of the key elements of event planning is selecting the destination and venue 
of the event, and these decisions can influence sustainability opportunities both 




