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This chapter will cover:

�� Faith in cultural contexts

�� Cultural risk and the eventization of faith

�� Safeguarding and leadership in eventized faith

�� Integrating the arts: theology and community engagement

�� A secular perspective

Introduction
This chapter reflects on the impacts for churches when they engage in contemporary 
cultural activities: in particular, in events, the arts, and within the local community. 
We consider a range of aspects relating to theology and the eventization of faith, 
identifying elements of this activity that might benefit from incorporating the analysis 
of cultural risk into their strategic planning. We then compare this cultural context of 
Christian faith communities with that of secular live music events, in which the dance 
floor provides a place of secular worship and communitas, with the DJ as celebrant. 
Developments such as the long death of nightclubs and the rise of the mega dance 
event, combined with the aim of creating a transcendent experience, mirror elements 
that faith communities also experience. As with church communities, we explore 
how bigger doesn’t necessarily mean better in the secular music scene, accompanied 
by the homogenisation of meaning and loss of community, complexity and variety, 
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