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When reading this chapter, you will engage with these key concepts:

�� The emergence of modern society, driven by the Industrial Revolution, 
demanded hierarchical structures.

�� Contemporary society requires more flexible and interconnected 
approaches.

�� Traditional tourism planning relied on top-down structures. 

�� Contemporary tourism planning should support an integrated 
perspective and stakeholder collaboration.

�� Networks in tourism involve diverse stakeholders like public authorities, 
businesses, communities, and NGOs, fostering collaboration, critical 
mass, and shared objectives.

�� Network-based approaches to tourism planning and development 
have become essential to address challenges such as globalisation, 
sustainability, and evolving traveller motivations.

�� While networks offer numerous benefits, they also pose challenges such 
as overcoming competition, balancing power dynamics, and ensuring 
equitable participation.

�� Social network theory and empirical evidence demonstrate the 
effectiveness of network-based tourism planning and development.

�� Future directions in tourism planning and management should 
capitalise on technology, innovation, and adaptation to changing global 
trends.




